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Just When You Thought You Knew Everything About Jackson Pollock 


Renowned Pollock expert, Dr. Ellen G. Landau, provides new insight into the unique friendship 
between Jackson Pollock and Herbert Matter 


CLEVELAND (August 31, 2007) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and The Womens Council 
Speakers Series Committee welcomes Dr. Ellen G. Landau, the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of the Humanities 
at Case Western Reserve University, as she presents her lecture Action/Re-action: The Artistic Friendship of 
Jackson Pollock and Herbert Matter. 

Action/Re-action explores the personal and artistic interaction between Jackson Pollock and noted 
Swiss-born photographer and graphic designer Herbert Matter. The two men and their wives were close during 
the 1940’s, and Landau’s new, groundbreaking research strongly suggests that Pollock found inspiration in 
Matter’s work. Landau recently curated a major exhibition, “Pollock Matters,” that further explores this 


relationship. The show opens next week at the McMullen Museum of Art at Boston College. 


WHO: Dr. Ellen G. Landau, the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of the Humanities at CWRU 
WHAT: Action/Re-action: The Artistic Friendship of Jackson Pollock and Herbert Matter 
WHEN: 2 pm, Sunday, September 23, 2007 

WHERE: Murch Auditorium, The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 


University Circle, Cleveland 


Tickets are available through the Cleveland Museum of Art box office, 216.421.7350 or 
www.clevelandart.org. Tickets are $5 for students, $10 for CMA members and $20 for others. 

Dr. Landau has taught in the Cleveland Museum of Art/CWRU Joint Program in Art History since 1982, 
with courses specializing in 20""-century American and European art and theory, particularly abstract 
expressionism. Dr. Landau is considered a leading expert on Jackson Pollock and is author of several books as 
well as numerous articles and essays. She also is the author of the Catalogue Raisonne of Lee Krasner, the noted 
abstract expressionist artist and Pollock’s wife. 

The Womens Council, a volunteer organization of CMA, presents lectures that explore current topics in 
the world of art. This lecture is third in a series. Previous lectures have included Faith Ringgold in 2004 and 


Christo Jean Claude in 2006. 
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The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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